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In response to the growing public concern surrounding 
the outbreak of COVID-19 (Coronavirus), the Sherwood 
response team has spent the past week in prayer and 
planning. We have consulted local and national officials 
regarding the best practices to keep our congregation, 
guests and volunteers, healthy, safe, and spiritually cared 
for in accordance with guidelines provided by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

https://www.cdc.gov 

Coronavirus - What You Need to Know   

The 2019 Coronavirus (COVID-19) is a virus first detected 
in Wuhan, China, that caused an outbreak of respiratory 
illness. The current outbreak has spread internationally, 
impacting an increasing number of countries including the 
United States. According to the CDC, it is likely that 
person-to-person spread will continue and that, at some 
point, widespread transmission of COVID -19 in the 
United States will occur.  

Symptoms 

Reported illnesses have ranged from mild symptoms to 
severe illness and death for confirmed coronavirus 
disease 2019 (COVID-19) cases. 

The following symptoms may appear 2-14 days after 
exposure:  Fever, Cough, Shortness of breath 

What Should You Do?   

1. Stay informed - the situation is fluid and the CDC is 
updating its website daily with the latest information and 
advice for the public.   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

 
2. Remember to take every day preventative actions that 
are always recommended to prevent the spread of 
respiratory viruses:   

• Avoid close contact with sick people.   

• While sick, limit contact with others as much as 
possible. Stay home until you and your loved ones 
including children are all fever-free without the 
help of medication for 48 hours.   

• Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when 
you cough or sneeze. Throw used tissues away in 
a trash can and wash your hands. If you do not 
have a tissue, cough or sneeze into your sleeve 
and not into your hands.   

• Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may 
be contaminated with germs.   

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
available, use an alcohol-based sanitizer with at 
least 60% alcohol. Wash your hands before 
eating, drinking, or touching your face.   

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with 
unwashed hands.  

3. Given the rapidly-evolving situation with COVID-19, it is 
prudent to revisit your family’s emergency preparedness 
plans. The CDC has made pre-pandemic planning guides 
available at www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources.  

Sherwood Responsive Precautions – 
Level One  

We will be exercising the following precautionary 
measures out of an abundance of caution during this time 
of constantly evolving information:   

Attendance   
Follow the above guidelines. If you or your loved ones are 
fever-free without the help of medication within the last 
48 hours, you may attend.  

Physical Contact  
Physical contact with greeters will be temporarily 
suspended. Instead, simply smile and greet one another, 
without hugs or handshakes. Alternatively, you can place 
your hand over your heart.   

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources


Increased Sanitation   
We are committed to sanitize highly touched surfaces 
such as doors, handles, tables, counters, bathrooms and 
sinks. Additional hand sanitizers have been put out in a 
number of places for everyone to use.   

All of the products that we are using are on the EPA 
recommended list to kill the Coronavirus.  

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-
03/documents/sars-cov-2-list_03-03-2020.pdf 

Mission Coffee Stations  
Our coffee stations will be sanitized/disinfected hourly 
while in use based on the recommendations of 
EPA guidelines.  

Material stations and public desk  
These areas will be sanitized/disinfected hourly while in 
use based on the recommendations of EPA guidelines.  

Wednesday Night Dinner  
The serving lines are sanitized/disinfected prior and 
during use. We will continue our practice of using food 
guards/covers.  

Children’s Playgrounds   
The Playgrounds will remain available for healthy children 
to enjoy at their parent’s discretion at this time. Surfaces 
and toys will be sanitized after Sunday and Wednesday 
services.  

Sherwood Staff’s Commitment to Wellness   
Our staff wash their hands frequently and are committed 
to stay home if they, or members of their household, are 
sick and remain home until all have been fever-free for 48 
hours.  

More to Know   

Planned Events   
No Sherwood events are being cancelled at this time.   

Response Plan 
Keep up to date with Sherwood’s response plan to 
COVID-19: https://sherwoodbaptist.net/responseplan  

Stay Connected with Sherwood Online   
In the event that you or a family member are unwell and 
cannot attend worship, we remind you that Sunday 
sermons are posted online each week at 
sherwoodbaptist.net/media/sermons and 
sherwoodbaptist.net/bookstore.   

Preparedness and Strategy   
The Sherwood staff will continue to monitor the situation 
closely and are working within CDC guidelines for 
preparedness and planning. In the event that local and 
state health officials recommend closure or we determine 
it is in the best interest of our Sherwood family to close, 
we will inform everyone to the best of our abilities 
through our website, emails and social media.   

If you’d like to share your thoughts, concerns, questions, 
and ideas with us as we navigate our response to this 
situation, we’d love to hear from you. Your input and 
feedback are truly important to us. Please email Alice 
Eubanks (AliceE@SherwoodBaptist.net).  

While we cannot control the virus, the spread or the 
impact it has in our church, we’re doing everything we 
can to make Sherwood as safe as possible. We appreciate 
your cooperation and commitment to help us do just 
that.  

Pray.   
Pray for people around the world who are currently 
suffering from coronavirus and their caregivers, families 
and community.  

Pray for our medical professionals, our scientists, and our 
first responders.  

Pray that our brothers and sisters in Christ around the 
world would be a beacon of light and love to those who 
are suffering.   

Pray for those who are working to find a vaccine.  

We must also remember that God has not called us to live 
in fear but in faith as the apostle Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 
1:7, “For the Spirit of God does not make us timid, but 
gives us power, love, and self-discipline.”

 

  

 


