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How to Study the Bible   

2 Timothy 2:15 

What is a simple ___________________ for studying the Bible?

1. _________________: How should I pray? Pray that God would 

lead you into truth and give you the grace to apply His Word. 

2. ____________________________: What does it say? What are 

your first reactions? What details, repeated words, prominent 
ideas, contrasts commands, or questions stand out? 

3. _________________________________: What does it mean? How 
does this passage fit into the flow of Scripture? Why was it 
written? 

4. ____________________________: What do I do? How can I apply 

these truths and faithfully, practically live out what Scripture 
declares? 

5. __________________________: Who is God? What is God 

revealing about Himself—His character, purposes or ways?



How can I _______________________ the Bible correctly?

Use these simple principles for faithful Bible interpretation:

• ___________________ is key. Read a verse in light of the 
surrounding passage, chapter book, and the whole Bible. 

• Let Scripture explain Scripture. Use clear passages to help 

interpret difficult ones, since God’s Word does not contradict 
itself. 

• Seek the ______________________ intended meaning. Ask who 
wrote it, to whom, why and in what setting before asking what 
it means for you. 

• Read normally unless the genre signals otherwise. Take the 
text in its ordinary grammatical and historical sense, while 
recognizing figures of speech, poetry, parables, prophecy and 
apocalyptic imagery. 

• Respect the ________________. Narrative, law, wisdom, poetry, 
prophecy, Gospels and letters communicate truth in different 
ways. 

• Build doctrine on clear teaching. Do not base major beliefs or 
practices on one difficult, debated or isolated verse. 

• Follow the unfolding story of _________________________. Later 

Scripture—especially the New Testament—clarifies and fulfills 
earlier revelation. 

• Pray for illumination. Study carefully but depend on the Holy 
Spirit to help you understand and receive God’s Word. 

• Separate ___________________ from application. A passage 

has one intended meaning, but it may have several faithful 
applications.



How can _______________ lead to a deeper study of the Bible?

Focus We read the Bible to...

_____________ God Know His character, 
attributes, ways and 
promises

Know Truth Gain knowledge of God’s 
story, history, prophecy 
and culture

Grow in 

_________________

Develop wise judgment 
and discernment

Be Transformed Deepen faith, renew the 
mind, confront sin and 
grow in holiness

Live ___________________ Apply truth, obey God 
and receive guidance for 
daily life

Find Hope Receive comfort, courage, 
stability and hope

___________________ and 

Pray

Praise God and let His 

Word shape our prayers

Serve Others Teach, encourage, 
counsel and disciple 

others

Join God’s 

___________________

Love people and 

participate in God’s work 
in the world

To Remember Remember God’s acts, 
promises, faithfulness 
and commands

Discover 

_____________________

To understand who we 

are in relation to God and 
what it means to be His 
people



_______________ do I start in reading the Bible?

For a brand-new believer or someone who is just trying to develop 
the habit of Bible study, start with one of the gospels (maybe John) 
and read the book with two questions in mind: 

1. Who is _______________? 

2. What does it mean to be a _____________________ of Jesus? 

How can I _______________________ my time when reading  
the Bible?

Here are suggestions for multiple time frames. 

5 minutes:
• Pray (1 minute)
• Read Scripture (4 minutes) 

10 minutes:
• Pray (1 minute)
• Read a Devotional (3 minutes) 
• Read Scripture (5 minutes) 
• Pray (1 minute)

15 minutes:
• Pray (1 minute)
• Read a Devotional (3 minutes)
• Read Scripture (5 minutes) 
• Journal Thoughts (5 minutes) 
• Pray (1 minute)

30 minutes: 
• Pray (1 minute)
• Read a Devotional (3 minutes)
• Read a chapter from Proverbs (4 minutes) 
• Read Scripture (10 minutes) 
• Journal Thoughts (5 minutes) 
• Pray Specifically (7 minutes) 


